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THE LANTERN 
The Super’s Column   by Bill Paulsell 

 The visit to the Grosser’s layout was a 
fine excursion.  Reneé and Ray offered 
their usual warm and friendly hospital-
ity, explaining things and answering 
our questions.  The layout had devel-
oped quite a bit since our visit last 
year.  Reneé had built many new struc-
tures, many with full interiors and 
lighting.  Power lines had been strung 
from pole to pole around most of the 
layout, adding an important touch of 
realism.  Static grass and other scenic 
touches added to the overall ambiance 
of their work.  It is a great privilege for 
all of us to know such outstanding 
modelers. 

Next on the agenda is our visit to Bob 
Lawson’s layout north of Cincinnati.  
He is also an excellent modeler, and it 
will be fun to see what has developed on the layout since our last visit.  We will also have the option of visiting a huge commercial G 
Scale layout.  Admission price will depend on how many of us are there. 

At the national convention I had a few brief conversations with Sam Swanson who 
will present a clinic for us at our October meeting.  His picture is on page 21 of the 
new NMRA Magazine.  He entered a scratchbuilt log loader which won first place in 
the non-revenue category.  It also won the Gold Award for Best of Show and the 
Most Innovative Model award, sponsored by Bachmannn.  Sam is a fantastic modeler 
and a very fine person.  I know you will enjoy his clinic when we resume our meet-
ings. 

One of the great things about the NMRA is having access to outstanding model rail-
roaders  who are ready to share their knowledge and experience with us. 

Several of us will be attending the Narrow Gauge Convention in St. Charles, Mo., 
September 1-4.  I’m not into narrow gauge, but the modeling techniques are univer-
sal, and I expect to learn things that will be helpful in trying to accomplish what is 
needed for the structure certificate.  

The Room at Central Christian Church has been reserved for our 2010-2011 meetings.  Now that you will always know where we 
will meet, I hope to see you when we meet again in October. 

Lawson’s on Naomi, north of I-75 
exit 29.  See Tours on page 4. 
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The Lantern is a monthly (except July) 
publication of Division 10, Mid Central Region 
(MCR), National Model Railroad Association. All 
opinions expressed herein are those of the 
authors, and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Division 10, the MCR, the NMRA, or anyone 
else.  

Mid-Central Region Officers 

 
Ray & Renee Grosser                                           6/2010 
John Bowling                                                              “ 
David Battin 3/2010 
Dennis Peevy     “ 
Bill Robbins 2/2010 
Orville Boes 1/2010 
Irv Frary 12/09 
Franklin Miller     “ 
Bill Paulsell     “ 
Tom Krill 11/09 
Ron Kercheval     “ 
Alan Bourne     “ 
Larry Smith 10/09 
Don Burris     “ 
Lou Jaquith     “ 
John Stokes 9/2009 
Raymond Cox 8/2009 
Fred Plymale     “ 
Ed Fuller 7/2009 

If you are a NMRA member and have made a dona-
tion that is not above, please notify John Gorman.       

Many thanks to folks listed in the column below. They 
have given their time, materials and/or money to support 
our club. We encourage all NMRA members to help with 
financial support to The Lantern and our website and the 
Division 10 train shows. Send your monetary contri-
bution to our Treasurer.  

To be listed here your contribution needs to be at least 
$20 in cash or material valued at $50 or a total of 20 
hours time within the last year. Division 10 receives NO 
monetary support from the NMRA or the Mid Central 
Region.  Division 10 is recognized by the US government 
as a 501c3 corporation and your cash or material dona-
tions may be tax deductible.  

Contributions of materials or time should be reported to 
John Gorman so that he can keep track of them.  

To the right of each contributing member’s  name is the 
date of  his or her latest contribution.  Whenever one 
makes a contribution of money, material or time, his or 
her date will be updated and for new contributors, their 
name will be added. Folks who have not made a contribu-
tion in one year will be dropped from the list.  

In Recognition... 
Committee Chairs 

Achievement Program Pete Birdsong 

Community Activities    (open) 

Programs   Bill Robbins 

Contests   Larry K. Smith 

Conventions & Shows  Ed Butcher 

Estate Sales     (open) 

Member Aid & Membership Fred Plymale 

Member Database  John Gorman 

Newsletter & Photography       Stew Winstandley 

Webmaster  Randy Coffman    
http://www.div10-mcr-nmra.org/ 

Dick Briggs, MMR, President 

Merlyn Jarman, Vice President 

Paul Smith, Treasurer 

Bob Weinheimer, Secretary 

Division 10 Officers and Board 
Bill Paulsell, Superintendent    wpaulsell@aol.com                                                                                     
 2269 Camberling Drive, Lexington, KY 40515  859 273 5821               

Bill Robbins, Asst. Superintendent   bandbbears2@insightbb.com                                                                         
 4704 Sunny Point, Lexington, KY 40515  859 368 8308               

Lou Jaquith, Treasurer    bjaquith1@insightbb.com                                                                                             
 352 Greenbriar Road, Lexington, KY 40503  859 276 1358               

Tom Miller, Secretary      tom.miller@uconn.edu                                                                                            
 3237 Saxon Drive, Lexington, KY 40503  859 224 8563               

Board of Directors:                                                                                                  
Pete Birdsong, MMR          rrpeteb@gmail.com                                                                                          
 2308 The Woods Lane, Lexington, KY 40502 859 268 1462               
Edward Butcher     ebutcher2@netzero.net           
 2152 Rollingdale Road, Lexington, KY 40513 859 333 1416              
Wendell Greer, MMR    dewvalley@insightbb.com    
 212 Southpoint Drive, Lexington, KY 40515  859 272 8731                          
John Gorman     jgorman@bgmrs.com              
 143 Chenault Road, Lexington, KY 40502  859 269 3573                                       
Fred Plymale     f.plymale@insightbb.com        
 3463 Snaffle Road, Lexington, KY 40513  859 223 7270          
Larry Smith     larry.ksmith@yahoo.com               
 1041 Forrest Hill Dr, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 502 839 8627         
Stewart Winstandley    skw.monon@yahoo.com                       
 210 Brannon Road, Nicholasville, KY 40356   859 224 2122 

Scale Reproductions Hobby Shop 
3073 Breckinridge Lane,  Louisville, KY 40220  502 459 5849 www.srihobbies.com 

HO & N Scales  -  NMRA members are eligible for our 10% discount 
Weekdays 10 - 7:30, Saturday 10 - 5, Sunday 1 - 5 

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance, July 31, 2010 $2664.26 
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Witless & Clueless 
The Continuing Saga of Larry Loungecar and Rivets O’Reilly 

Written by Mike Armstrong 

Rivets: Hi, Larry.  Whatcha been up to? 

Larry: Hey, Rivets, I been working on a magazine article for Module 
Modeler. 

Rivets: Never heard of it.  Is it a US mag? 

Larry: Of course it is, Rivets.  Here is my latest copy. 

Rivets: Larry, what kind of modelin’ is this about?  All I see are pic-
tures of boards and saws. 

Larry: It is for every kind of modelin’, Rivets.  Things other than trains 
need modules for display, but I write from the ‘spective of a 
train modeler. 

Rivets: What’s the circulation?  Fifteen? 

Larry: You’d be surprised at how many module builders there are. 

Rivets: Larry, this guy looks like he doesn’t build anything BUT mod-
ules.  Look at these pictures.  Nothin’ but modules.  What 
kind of modeler is he? 

Larry: Rivets, that is what I’m tryin’ to tell ya, he is a module modeler. 

Rivets: With a room full o’ modules? 

Larry: That is the beauty of it, Rivets.  When he gets ready to model 
something, he already has his modules. 

Rivets: What’s the subscription cost? 

Larry: Two hundred fifty a year. 

Rivets: Geez, Larry. They won’t sell many at that rate. 

Larry: Well, at that rate, they won’t have to sell many issues.  Ya get 
it six times a year. 

Rivets: I ‘spose you got a module around. 

Larry: I got fifteen two feet by four feet modules.  I could build an-
other layout. 

Rivets: If ya had the room. 

Larry: If I had the room…But look at all the skills I’m learnin’.  Gluing 
and pasting and cutting and… 

Rivets: All the things my kids learned in kindergarten. 

Larry: Rivets, don’t be so sarcastic. I have learned a lot of cool stuff 
bein’ in the group.  I can now build a module from start to 
finish in an hour and a half. 

Rivets: Is it square? 

Larry: Nobody’s written a article on how to do that, yet.  We just try 
to get close.  I have all the back issues. 

Rivets: All one of ‘em? 

Larry: Aw, Rivets give me a little credit.  There are three.  Ya get all 
the back issues with your subscription. 

Rivets: Larry, LarRY, LaRRY, LARRY!!!  You make me crazy with some 
of the things you get mixed up in. 

Larry: Well, Rivets, ya gotta admit one thing…it’s always interestin’. 

Rivets: That it is, Larry.  That it is. 

Larry: Say,Rivets, ya got any room at home for a few modules.  I am 
makin’ six more.  Thought maybe you could get some of 
these out of my way. 

Summer will soon be over and we will again be meeting inside the 
church.  It will be time for the new season of Bring and Brag which 
will begin in October.   We had a good year last year but as I men-
tioned earlier, I would like for us to have a little more participation 
this coming year.  I said I would try to bring one more model this 
year than last, and if we all can do that, our participation should 
grow.  One more could be your first time to participate as a model 
bringer.   Remember, the goal of Bring and Brag is to increase our 
modeling skills and to have fun.    

We are going to try something a little different with the Bring and 
Brag modeling topics for this coming year.   We will have some of 
the familiar topics, but we are going to try some different ones to 
see what the response will be.   I have some ideas, but I am inter-
ested in your suggestions for a modeling topic for future Bring and 
Brags.  We will continue our judging sheets we used last year.   
One month when we will not use them is January, when we will 
have you bring in one of your favorite train related Christmas gifts.  
I am looking forward to a good year and some fun.   The topic for 
October is Revenue cars.                               — Larry K. Smith 

Bring and Brag 

June 5, 2010, Division 7, MCR, toured the three local area 
layouts of Pete Birdsong, Pat Gerstle, and Fred Plymale. The 
following was written by Fred about the tour at his house: 
It was a fun event and I learned a lot from the visitors and  
their comments.  Pete Birdsong ran the Shay route from the 
FSM sawmill thru two switchbacks up to the top of Cheat 
mountain while Bob Lawson ran two MTH engines with smoke 
and sound pulling a freight and passenger train. The trains 
ran better than I had expected for a tour of this size, thanks to  
both Pete and Bob. 
  
The visitors took many photos and there were lots of nice  
comments and questions regarding the layout. The waterfront  
scene, as well as the town on the hill with the burlesque 
house, were hits as was the infamous "Red Light" district.  I 
had just made and installed over 100 more trees using Sce-
nic Express products and was pleased with the positive com-
ments and questions about how I made the trees. Perhaps I 
should do a mini clinic on that subject. 
  
What really surprised me was the attention and comments 
regarding the farm scenes.  I guess it's because they  
usually see lots of roundhouses and structures on tours but 
not many rural scenes with corn and pumpkin crops, 
and the hay field that was made using hair from our Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniels. 
  
I learned that ladies see lots of things that many men over-
look. They noticed the bee hives and were discussing what 
brand of tomatoes were growing in the garden next to the 
farm house. One commented that the burlesque house was a 
little close to the town church but had no problem with the 
girls sunbathing on the cabin cruiser. 
  
One visitor said "he has better structures on his shelf than I  
have on my layout". Another asked his wife "why can't you 
paint backdrops for me like that?"  It was a fun visit.  
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NEXT MEETING 
C ARPOOL FROM THE HAMBURG 

P LACE TARGET  STORE ’ S 
PARKING LOT NEAR THE 
BARNES&NOBLE,  8  AM.  

  TOUR 
LAWSON’ S OHIO HO LAYOUT,  
10:30 ,  &  E NTERTRAINMENT 

J CT.   GO RIGHT ON OH 63  AT 
I -75  EXIT 29 ,  LEFT ON N .  
UNION RD.  AT RR  TRACKS.  

NORTH TO NEXT COUNTY ROAD,  
WHICH IS GREENTREE.  L EFT ON 

GREENTREE OVER I -75  AND 
THEN RIGHT ON FIRST ROAD.      

MON. DAY HOST PLACE/TIME EVENT / PROGRAM TOURS BRING & 
BRAG 

Sept. 11 Div. 10 
Saturday trip to north of 
Cincinnati (I-75 exit 29) 

arrival at 10:30 

Lawson’s HO and EnterTRAIN-
ment Junction Bob Lawson None 

Oct. 3 Div. 10 Watkins Bldg., Central 
Christian Church, 2 PM 

Seven simple structures,        
Sam Swanson;      new officers Pete Birdsong Revenue 

Cars 

Nov. 6 Div. 3 
Hara Arena, 1001 Shiloh 

Springs Rd., Dayton, 
Ohio 

Dayton Train Show, 11 AM to 5 
PM 

G-O-S-HO-N-Z 
layouts  

Nov. 7 Div. 10 Watkins Bldg., Central 
Christian Church, 2 PM 

Mistakes I’ve made scratch build-
ing, Eric Zabilka Clay Faulkner Your favorite 

locomotive 

Dec. 5 Div. 10 Watkins Bldg., Central 
Christian Church, 2 PM 

Techniques in scratch building, 
Renee Grosser Joe Holbrook Box cars 

AROUND  THE  BEND    

Mark your calendar on Saturday, September 11th.  We will be carpooling, leaving about 8 AM for a trip to 30 miles north of Cincin-
nati. The first stop is at Bob Lawson’s to see his HO layout. From there we’ll go to the “EnterTRAINment Junction”. There you will 
see 25,000 square feet of the world’s largest indoor train display (http://www.entertrainmentjunction.com/).  There is an entrance 

fee at the Junction.  Lawson’s location is north of exit 29 off of I-75, and the Junction is at exit 22 off of I-75 in Ohio. 
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