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NMRA Achievement 
Program Explained! 
In this month’s Achievement Program 
column I will be discussing Master 
Builder – Motive Power. I personally 
think it is the most challenging of the 
Master Builder categories. As you re-
call we are only required to complete 
seven of the eleven categories. So don’t 
let this category scare you off, you 

(Continued on page 5) 

Message From The 
Superintendent 

We were pleased to welcome Scott 
Firth from Div 7 in Cincinnati to our 
April meeting. He discussed and in-
vited us to attend the MCR Regional 
Convention to be held April 24-27 in 
Springdale, Ohio 

 Our April meeting was well attended. 
In the meeting, the members voted to 
delete Boyd, Greenup, Lawrence and 
Lewis counties from the Div 10, Article 
1, Sec 1 of our bylaws. These counties 
were transferred to the formation of 
Div 9. We had no registered members 
from these counties. 

 Feedback from attendees and members 
of our club indicates that our train show 
was successful. We rented 57 tables 
and 175 people attended. The people at 
the Knights of Columbus were accom-
modating and invited us back. Howard 
Coleman did a good job of managing 

(Continued on page 4) 

Just  a short note this month. I want to 
thank everyone who has been attending 
the monthly meetings in Lexington so 
far this year. Our attendance has typi-
cally been north of 20 people per clinic 
and from the feedback I’ve been re-
ceiving, you have been getting your 
moneys worth. 

(Continued on page 4) 

The MCR 2003 election results were 
announced at the regional meeting held 
on April 25 at the Springdale Express 
convention. Howard Smith defeated 
Dick Flock for President, Lou Dalton 
defeated Jeff Garrett for V.P., Judy 
Logan defeated Brian Petroziello for 
Treasurer, and Pete Birdsong won Sec-
retary unopposed. 200 valid ballots 
were cast. For NMRA Trustee Mike 
Brestel defeated Miles Hale. 

Division 10 thanks the outgoing and 
returning officers for all their hard 
work and appreciates their devotion to 
the membership and the hobby. 

MCR Election 
Results 
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The Continuing Railroad Adventures of  
Rivets O’Reilly and Larry Loungecar 

 

~ 
 

Created by ‘Railroad’ Pete Birdsong 
Written by Mike Armstrong 

At the Operating Session 

Larry: Breaker, breaker, this is dis-
patcher Larry “Mr. in Control” 
Loungecar calling tower 3. 

Rivets:.Larry, there is no tower three. 
There is only one and two. 

Larry: Breaker, breaker this is Larry 
“I’m the Boss” Loungecar.  Let’s not 
be interrupting my dispatching with 
useless information.  Tower 2, Train 2, 
you are cleared  to go to block 3. That, 
according to my CTC board is Port 
.Authority. 

Rivets: Train 2, east bound has left the 
station with Elvis.   

Larry: Breaker, breaker….. 

Rivets: Larry will you knock it off with 
the breaker, breaker stuff. This is a rail-
road, not a convoy. 

Larry: Tower 2, train 5 is clear to 
McKenna Ridge via the southern route 
through block 2. Move it! 

Tower 2: Hey, dispatcher, Train 1 east 
bound is in block 2. You got train 5 
west bound headed right for it. 

Larry: Look, Mr. Boss Hogger 
Heaven!  Use a passing siding.  

Tower 2: There is no passing siding 
there. 

Larry: Ya’ll be careful now, ya hear!? 

Rivets: Larry, You gotta get train 4 out 

Witless vs. Clueless 

Committee Chairs 
Achievement 
Program 

David Greer 

Advertising  Mike Walter 

Community  
Activities 

Open  

Company Store Chris Cord 

Contests Ron Kercheval 

Conventions  
& Shows 

Fred Plymale 

Editor &  
Webmaster 

John Gorman 

Estate  
Liquidations 

Mike Armstrong 

Member Aid Wendell Greer 

Membership Wendell Greer 

Photographer Pete Birdsong 

Programs Fritz Dutro 

“STUFF”  &  OPPORTUNITIES 
Mike Armstrong occasionally knows 
of members’ overstock situations and 
other opportunities to acquire or dis-
pose of “stuff.” Get in touch with him 
to find out what’s currently available. 
These liquidations, generally via a web 
auction, bear a 15 to 20% fee.   

In addition, The Lantern is  in a posi-
tion to advertise your “overstock” 
items, for a fee of 10%.   

Contact Mike Walter to arrange for an 
ad, or Mike Armstrong for liquida-
tions. 

of the way. It’s blocking the “Y” and 
train 1 is trying to make up time. 

Larry: I’m not the engineer. 

Rivets: Larry I knew this wasn’t going 
to work with you as dispatcher!  There 
are trains 3, 5 and 6 that haven’t left 
their station yet and train 7 is coming 
into the station behind train six. 

Larry: Tower 1 and Tower 2: all trains 
are cleared to go . . . NOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Rivets: Larry, these headphones aren’t 
working,  say again.   

Larry: If you bang the phones on the 
wall, they will work better. I said all 
trains are cleared to go. Now move it 
out Mister! (Long silence) Oh, boys, 
what is going on in there. The lights on 
my board went out. 

Rivets: Uh, Larry, I don’t think clearin’ 
all those trains at one time was a good 
idea. Right now we have trains stopped 
at the “Y” from four directions.  Two 
have derailed at the turnouts, two have 
been rear ended by the same train! And 
Joe is packing up to go home. Larry, 
there are five angry engineers headed 
toward the dispatcher’s office.   

Larry: Uh, Rivets, quick, tell ‘em no-
body’s here!   

Rivets: I think that is what they think! 

Larry: Do you think they’ll hurt m . . 
Ouch! Quit it!  Cut it out! 
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Garden Springs Shopping Center 
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 9:00; Sun 1:00 - 7:00 

820 Lane Allen Road                  Lexington, KY  40504 
859 276 4240                                            1 888 797 3938 

• MTH & Lionel Complete Sets 
• Track & accessories, Box Cars, T-Shirts 
• Layaway available 
• MC/VISA/Discover 

209 Rosemont Garden 
Lexington, KY 40503 

(859) 278-8082 
Toll free: 877 609-0695 

FAX: (859) 873-6863 
 
 

Summer  Hours: 
Mon - Fri.:  1:00 to 6:00 
Saturday:  11:00 to 5:00 

Sunday:     Closed 

 

Special 
Orders 

Available 

Dealer for brass at  
20% off retail:        

Overland Models    
Hallmark  

Key Imports 

BOOKS  
VIDEOS 

MAGAZINES   
ACCESSO-

RIES 
COMPLETE 
TRAIN SETS 

SPECIAL 
ORDERS 

PERSONAL 
SERVICE 

Support Our Local Hobby Shops 
Our advertisers are supporting us with their 
ads, so let’s support them with our busi-
ness! A strong retail network is vital to 
keeping the hobby visible to the public, and  
provides valuable help to newcomers. By 
our patronage of their stores, they are able 
to continue bringing more people into the 
hobby, and promoting our organization….. 

win-win!! 

In Appreciation…. 
Many thanks to our Sustaining and Patron members 
for 2003 listed below.  (Sustaining members con-
tribute $10.00 per year, and Patrons $20 or more.)  
We encourage all members to help support The Lan-
tern and our website.  A number next to a name in-
dicates a second or subsequent donation.   

2003 PATRONS 

Mike Armstrong Pete Birdsong Alan Brock 

Howard Coleman John Deville Fritz Dutro 

John Gorman Robin Grider Ray & Renee 

Bill Paulsell Fred Plymale Bill Robbins 

Ron Saylor Mike Walter  

Lou Jaquith Skip Keyser Bob Lawson 

2003 SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Richard Crane Phil Ditchen  

Scale Scale Scale    
ReproductionsReproductionsReproductions 

3073 Breckinridge Lane McMahan Plaza 

Louisville, KY 40220 

(502) 459-5849   brian@sri.win.net 

- Specializing in HO and N scale model railroading 

- Large selection of accessories, decals, detailing parts and reference. 

- Large selection of DCC items including Digitrax, Lenz, NCE and more! 

- Most items 10%-20% off retail price everyday. 

- We also give an additional 10% discount to NMRA members!! 

- Special order and mail order service available. 
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Passenger & freight stations was the 
theme for April’s Bring n’ Brag.  No-
body went home a loser as there were 
just three modeling entries and one 
photo! 

 In the modeling division, Bill Robbins 
entered a sweet looking small passen-
ger station with an excellent paint job, 
Fritz Dutro had a neat Wheeling & 
Lake Erie Passenger station, and Mike 
Walter had a sharp N scale Amtrak 
station with some great weathering.  
Fritz edged out Mike for first place by 
one vote while Bill took third. 

 The photo contest was a real dogfight 
as Fritz won in a walkover with his 
nice photo of a W&LE freight train.  I 
guess it takes only one contestant to 
win sometimes! 

 Congratulations to all who entered!  
Award certificates will be handed out 
at the next meeting on May 4. The cate-
gory for May is freight cars so there is 
no excuse for only one or three entries 
in this popular category.  We have seen 
some truly outstanding models from a 
few members the last few months.  
Don’t be bashful in sharing a few of 
your favorite items.  See you in May. 

-Ron Kercheval 

the show. We even made a little 
money. 

 Under the guidance of Chris Cord we 
are exploring some exciting club items 
and programs. They are: name tags, 
name patches, club mugs, and club 
cars. Interest seems to favor hoppers. 

 We had an excellent program pre-
sented by our program director – Fritz 
Dutro – on scenery and car weathering. 
Bring and brag entries were excellent. 
We also had two drawings for gift cer-
tificates at local hobby stores. I encour-
age all of you to come to the meetings 
and join in the festivities. 

-Bill 

Super’s Message (Continued from page 1) 

Our clinics this month could be called 
the Superintendents Show. Past Super-
intendent Fred Plymale and current 
Superintendent Bill Robbins were 
hornswaggled into giving this month’s 
clinic by yours truly. Bill and Fred will 
be presenting a clinic on building and 
finishing structure kits. Fred is a past 
“modeler of the year” in Division 10 
and Bill has many fine structures that 
he has built for his and others layouts. 

Our tour that immediately follows the 
meeting is Wendell Greer’s DEW 
Lines. Wendell is one of division 10’s 
Master Model Railroaders and his rail-
road has many examples of his talent 
on display. Maps to Wendell’s will be 
provided at the meeting. 

Remember that Cincinnati Division 7 
has the Mid Central Region Convention 
April 24-27 in Springdale Ohio. The 
clinics and layout tours will be fantastic 
based on both the presenters and the 
number of published layouts on tour. 
Consider attending with another mod-
eler, you won’t be disappointed. 

-Fritz 

May’s Meeting  (Continued from page 1) 

Monthly Door Prize/Raffle 

At the April meeting, Wendell Greer 
won a $25 gift certificate to Scale Re-
productions in Louisville and a $25 gift 
certificate to Berkshire Trains was also 
awarded. Congratulations to both our 
winners! 

Club Car Updates 

Members have expressed interest in 
doing either a HO scale hopper or 
MOW car.  George Campbell of Camp-
bell Roads suggested a car that he says 
clubs have had a lot of success selling. 
It is a 50’ boxcar lettered for the South-
ern that has a "When empty return to" 
field on it. Mr. Campbell suggested 
"When empty return to NMRA Divi-
sion 10, Lexington, KY". 

Also, I plan to have a survey at the next 
meetings that includes your pick for the 
club car and other items you’d like to 
see the company store carry. 

- Chris Cord 

Bring n’ Brag 
April, 2003 

News From Our 
Company Store 

Sorry I missed the April meeting. I was 
at the train show in Timonium. It sure 
was an expensive trip! Included in this 
month’s issue of the Lantern is our 
regional newsletter, The Kingpin. 
These folks work hard to ensure that 
we have the best region in the nation. 

See you at the May meeting! 

-John 

Income from Tables 740.00 

Income from Gate 390.00 

 Total Income 1,130.00 

Expense for the Hall 400.00 

Printing  75.00 

Labels and Paper  53.58 

Postage 370.00 

 Total expense 898.50 

 Net profit $231.42 

The show  was a successful first effort 
in Lexington.  We promoted the hobby 
and even made a small profit. 

-Fred 

Treasurer’s Report 
for the 

Div. 10 Train Show Division 10 Article 1, Sec 1 by-laws 
has been amended as follows: 

     "All members present at a regular 
meeting 4/6/03 voted to delete Boyd, 
Greenup, Lawrence, and Lewis coun-
ties from our boundaries list." 

These counties were transferred to the 
formation of Division 9. 

Editor's Notes  

Division 10 
By-Laws Change 
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Wendell Greer  Dew Valley RR 
 
Name:  Dew Valley RR 
Scale:  HO - 1:87 
Size:  12X19' 
Period:  1963 
Location: Ashland Ky to Parkersburg WV along the Ohio River 
Style:  Walk around single main for operations 
Height: 47” main, 38” lower branch, 55” upper branch 
Benchwork:  L girder, cookie cutter and flat table; plywood & Homosote 
Track:  Code 100 flex on main, code 70 elsewhere 
Mainline Length: Approximately 100 feet 
Turnouts:  Approx. 50 Hand made and BK powered by rotary switch machines; some ground throws 
Radius:  24" min. radius 
Grade:  4% maximum on branches; 0% on main 
Scenery:  Mostly Hydrocal over screen with lots of plaster moldings; many plaster buildings along 

with kit bashed plastic and wood buildings 
Control:  Digitrax DCC & DC 
Signals: Computer controlled 
Lighting: Power sequencer to control overhead and building lighting; set for times 6 speed (4 Hours) 
Roster:  15 locos, 6 equipped for DCC 
Comments:  Wendell Greer’s Dew Valley RR was started in 1977 and is set in the mountains of West 

Virginia from Ashland Ky. to Parkersburg, W.V.  The time theme is 1963.  The layout is 
about 80% complete.  The layout is DCC  or  analog controlled and the overhead lighting 
is timer controlled.  Signals are controlled by computer.  Much use is made of rock cast-
ings for the scenery.  Many of the buildings are also made from plaster.  

don’t have to complete this category to 
become a Master Model Railroader. 

Master Builder – Motive Power re-
quirements are to build three scale 
models of railroad motive power. Only 
one needs to be scratch built, the other 
two can be commercial models that you 
super detailed. The definition of motive 
power for this category is any type of 
locomotive or self-propelled vehicle 
that runs on rails. To qualify as scratch 
built the model must made of 90% 
scratch built components. For steam 
locomotives, the frame, boiler, cab, 
tender, and main and side rods must be 
scratch built. For diesels locomotives, 
the body, frame, and truck side frames 
must be scratch built. The power train 
for the models (motor, gears, wheels, 
etc) need not be scratch built. The mod-
els can also be of any scale. 

The models must also be capable of 
self-propulsion on the correct gauge 
track. If it can not propel itself it may 
be rolling stock but not motive power!  
It should also stay on the track while 
running. It is these minor details that 
make this category so challenging. 

All three of the motive power models 
must be super detailed. These detailing 
parts can be scratch built (for more 
points) or commercially purchased.  
The models should be detailed appro-
priately to model the prototype motive 
power. This demonstrates your individ-
ual craftsmanship.  

After completion of building the mod-
els they need to be merit judged. The 
models must each earn 87.5 points.   
The judging is based on quality of the 
craftsmanship, the quantity of detailing, 
and how well the model captures the 
look of the prototype. 

This category may appear daunting at 
first but remember, it doesn’t say you 
have to scratch build a 4-8-4 steam 
locomotive, a small four wheel yard 
diesel will qualify just as well. One 
purpose of the Achievement Program is 
to encourage us to expand our model-
ing skills which this category certainly 
does.  Imagine the satisfaction of earn-
ing this certificate! You would be truly 
set apart from the average modeler. 
-Dave 

AP Explained (Continued from page 1) Division 10 Model Railroad Data Base 

High to Low or Tie April YTD 

Fritz Dutro (1st) 5 20 

Mike Walter (2nd) 4 11 

Howard Coleman  9 

Bill Robbins (3rd) 3 8 

Mike Baskette  4 

Pete Birdsong   2 

Chris Cord  2 

2003 Bring n’ Brag Scores 

High to Low or Tie April YTD 

Fritz Dutro (1st) 5 19 

Howard Coleman  6 

Pete Birdsong   5 

Randy Coffman  5 

Mike Baskette  4 

   

   

MODELS PHOTOS 

May - Freight Cars 

June - ‘Anything Goes’: All classifications 

July - Favorite Trains 

Aug. - On-line Structures (except stations) 

-Ron Kercheval 

Bring n’ Brag Schedule for 2003  
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MON DAY EVENT PLACE/TIME PROGRAM TOUR CONTEST 

APR       24-27 MCR Div 7 
Convention 

Springdale Best Western, Rt 4 and 
I-275, Cincinnati, OH 

Contact Charlie Atkinson,  
atrain@juno.com, or Div website:  

http://www.cincy-div7.org/ 

  

MAY 4 MCR 
DIV 10 

Beaumont Library, Lexington 
off of Harrodsburg Road 

 Sunday, 2:00 pm 

Fred Plymale and Bill Robbins  
on building and painting structures 

Wendell Greer’s 
HO Scale 

Dew Line Railroad 

Freight Cars 

MAY 9 BGRRC Meadowthorpe Community Center, 
Friday, 7:30 pm 

Bill Paulsell: Resin Casting   

MAY  9-11 SER Div 9 
Convention 

Chattanooga Choo Choo 
Holiday Inn 

1400 Market Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

Contact Mark McAlister,  
52 Eagle View Dr. 

Ringgold, GA 30736-7082 
email: HQDIV13@camrc.org 

Tennessee Bound 2003 
Convention Website: 

www.camrc.org/ser2003/ 

 

JUNE 1 MCR 
DIV 10 

Tates Creek Library, Lexington 
off of Tates Creek  Road 

 Sunday, 2:00 pm 

Wendell Greer on 
Signaling, practice and logic 

To Be Announced ‘Anything Goes’  

JUNE 11 BGRRC Meadowthorpe Community Center, 
Friday, 7:30 pm 

Circus History  and  RR equipment  by  
John  Rhodes 

  

JULY 13 MCR 
DIV 10 

Ray & Renee Grosser’s 
(Directions to Follow) 

Sunday, 2:00 pm 

To Be Announced Ray & Renee Grosser’s 
Nostalgia Trip 

Soo Line HO Railroad 

Favorite Trains 

JULY       13-19 NMRA Nat’l 
Convention 

Toronto. Canada See Website for full details:                  
http://www.ml2003.com/pages/home.html 

  

AUG 3 MCR 
DIV 10 

Assorted Hosts 
Danville, KY 

Sunday, 1:00 pm 

Self Guided Tour 
(Directions to Follow) 

Bob Lawson 
John Bowling 
Robin Grider 

On-line 
Structures 

(except stations) 

MAY 
2004 

13-16 MCR  
Convention 

Four Points Sheraton, 
Cranberry, PA 

Contact Div 2 for more information   

JULY    
2004 

4-11 NMRA Nat’l 
Convention 

Seattle, WA See Website for full details:                  
http://www.nmra2004.org/ 

  

MAY 
2005 

12-15 MCR 
Convention 

Comfort Inn, 
Austinburg, OH  

Contact: Matt Kross e-mail 
mkross@earthlink.net 

  

JULY   
2005 

TBD NMRA Nat’l 
Convention 

TBD, Cincinnati    

AROUND THE BEND 
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Mid Central Region  
National Model Railroad Association 
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(See Inside) 

 
Next Meeting: 

Beaumont Library  
Lexington, 

Sunday, May 4,  
at 2:00 pm  

 
Clinic: 

Building & Finishing 
Model Structure Kits 

 
Tour: 

Wendell Greer’s 
HO Dew Line RR 

 
Bring & Brag: 
Freight Cars 

 

NMRA Achievement 
Program  

 

How to Qualify 
for 

Master Builder - 
Motive Power 

 


