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There was a great turnout, 
32+ members and guests, at 
our February meeting for Pete 
Birdsong’s clinic on Digitrax 
and the tour of Pat Gerstle’s 
Sn3 layout.  One new member 
signed up since the meeting.  
Thank you Pete and Pat for an 
interesting and fun day.   

Our next meeting will also be 
a good one with a clinic on 
detailing diesels by Mike 
Baskette and a “show and 
tell” by Franklin Miller on 
quick and inexpensive coal 
loads, followed by a tour of 
Pete Birdsong’s N scale lay-
out. Don’t miss it! 

From my slightly biased point 
of view, the best part of being 
a NMRA member is the local 
Division activities and the 
new friends you meet by par-
ticipating in local activities.  
Included in this issue of The 
Lantern is an up to date mem-
bership roster of Division 
members.  Even with the 
passing of several members in 
the last year we still have over 
90 members and grow 
stronger each month.     

Speaking of passing, we re-
(Continued on page 4) 

Message From 
The 
Superintendent 

The Lantern is a monthly publication of 
Division 10, Mid Central Region, National 
Model Railroad Association. Opinions 
expressed herein are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect those of Division 
10, the Mid Central Region, the NMRA, or 
anyone else.  
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The February meeting was espe-
cially rewarding for me, since I 
got to give the clinic (on DCC 
Basics).  It was a lot of fun to 
prepare and to present.  Many 
thanks to Wendell and David 
Greer for bringing in and dem-
onstrating Wendell’s portable 
DCC setup, to Mike Armstrong 
for bringing in the sub-$40.00 
DCC equipped Atlas SD60,  to 
Fred for the overhead projector, 
and to Loy Spurlock of Loy’s 
Toys for the free DCC Primers.   

I look forward to hosting the 
March tour, as sort of a follow-
up to the clinic, so you can see 

(Continued on page 2) 

Editor’s Notes 
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Editor’s Notes  
the decoder-equipped engines 
actually in operation on the 
layout (keeping my fingers 
crossed on that, of course.) 

Robin Grider received the 
plaque for the Golden Spike 
award presented to him last 
month. 

Please welcome  new member 
Roger Fischer of Lancaster, 
who models in O scale. Mem-
bership stands now at 93.  
(Count ’em in the new roster 
enclosed with this issue!) 

It’s looking fairly positive for a 
March date for the first Opera-
tions Session.  I’ll update the 
Web site when I know for sure. 

We had a great turnout for the 
February meeting – 32 signed 
the roster, plus some additional 
guests and latecomers.  I hope 
everyone enjoyed it as much as 
I did. 

If it’s been a year or so since 
you contributed $10 or $20, 
how about “re-upping,” by 
sending a check to Mike Arm-
strong. 

Thanks.      

 Pete 

(Continued from page 1) 

“STUFF”  &  OPPORTUNITIES 
Fred Plymale and Mike Armstrong, as part of their Estate Liquidations 
committee roles, and “networking” in general, occasionally have or 
know of members’ overstock situations and other opportunities to ac-
quire “stuff.”  For example, Fred has some Atlas HO nickel silver 3’ 
flex track available at $1.89/section in lots of 10.  Get in touch with 
them to find out if anything is currently available. 

Liquidations, generally via a web auction, bear a 15 to 20% fee.  Also, 
the Lantern is  in a position to advertise your “overstock” items, for a 
fee of 10%.  Contact Pete Birdsong to arrange for an ad, or Mike or 
Fred for liquidations.. Also, it’s a good idea to come to the Tuesday 
night meetings.  Quite often someone will bring in something he no 
longer needs, and it is usually bought on the spot. 

There’s a lot of “stuff” out there collecting dust on shelves.  Let’s get 
it circulating!  
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Martin’s 
Trains & Toys 
Largest Train Selection 

in Central KY 
Tue—Fri 10 –5pm;  

Sat 10—4pm 
691 Teton Trail, 

Frankfort, KY 40601 
www:martintoys.com   

502-223-8392 
Fax 502-223-5354; toll 
free 1-888-461-3121 

Authorized Stocking Dealer: 

LIONEL - MTH - KLINE - IHC -
LGB - ATLAS -BACHMAN - MRC - 

ARISTOCRAFT - ATHEARN - 
GRANT LINE - ACCURAIL - 

WOODLAND SCENICS - T LINE - 
MODEL POWER - WALTHERS - 

KADEE - MCHENRY - PIKESTUFF 
- MODEL POWER  

N - HO - 0 - G GAUGE                 
ALL IN STOCK                              

DRIVE OR CALL AND SAVE 

Support Our Local Hobby 
Shops 

Our advertisers are supporting us 
with their ads, so let’s support 
them with our business!  A strong 
retail network is vital to keeping 
the hobby visible to the public, 
and  provides valuable help to 
newcomers. By our patronage of 
their stores, they are able to con-
tinue bringing more people into 
the hobby, and promoting our 
organization….. 

win-win!! 

  
HOBBIES FOR ALL AGES         
 ... Save on Trains and Planes   

Recreate your childhood or see the 
playthings with which your parents 
and grandparents played.  Enjoy toys, 
dolls, trains and railroad memora-
bilia in an authentic 1911 L & N 
Railroad passenger station. 

Toy & Train MuseumToy & Train MuseumToy & Train Museum   
279 Depot Street, Versailles, KY 40383279 Depot Street, Versailles, KY 40383279 Depot Street, Versailles, KY 40383   

606606606---873873873---249724972497   

Wed, Thu, Sat 10 to 5;   Sun 1 to 5Wed, Thu, Sat 10 to 5;   Sun 1 to 5Wed, Thu, Sat 10 to 5;   Sun 1 to 5   

CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S EXCLUSIVE 
AUTHORIZED LIONEL SERVICE CENTER 

• Lionel Value-Added Dealer 
• In House Service and Warranty Work 
• Museum Gift Shop 
• Videos & Specialty Items 
• Train Books & Magazines 
• LGB Authorized Dealer 

 

Garden Springs Shopping Center 
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 9:00; Sun 1:00 - 7:00 

820 Lane Allen Road                  Lexington, KY  40504 
859 276 4240                                            1 888 797 3938 

• MTH & Lionel Complete Sets 
• Track & accessories, Box Cars, T-Shirts 
• Layaway available 
• MC/VISA/Discover/Amex 

209 Rosemont Garden 
Lexington, KY 40503 

(859) 278-8082 
FAX: (859) 873-6863 

Mon. - Fri.:  1:00 to 6:00 
Saturday:  11:0-0 to 6:00 

Sunday:     Closed 

Special 
Orders 

Available 

Dealer for brass at  
20% off retail:        

Overland Models    
Hallmark  

Key Imports 

BOOKS  
VIDEOS 

MAGAZINES   
ACCESSO-

RIES 
COMPLETE 
TRAIN SETS 

SPECIAL 
ORDERS 

PERSONAL 
SERVICE 

DISCOUNT PRICE:  Special on HO Ertle Ameri-
can Classic Collectibles @ 50% off. 

 NMRA TRAIN 
SPECIALS! 

 Athearn 2-87-2 C&O 
or undec $94.34 

Proto 2000 E6A/B 
Southern $98.00 

Proto 2000 E8/E9 
Southern $59.95 

CLAYS MILL SHOPPING CENTER                        
3330 PARTNER PLACE,   LEXINGTON, KY 
40503    859-296-0893   E-MAIL: flyxcell1@aol.com   
M-W-F 1:00 - 7:00                         SAT 11:00 - 5:00 
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In Appreciation…. 
Many thanks to our Sustaining and Patron mem-
bers listed below.  (Sustaining members contrib-
ute $10.00 per year, and Patrons $20 or more.)  
We encourage all members to help support The 
Lantern and our websites.  A number next to a 
name indicates a second or subsequent donation. 

Mike Armstrong  Pete Birdsong                         

Burt Brashear Alan Brock 

Tom Brough  Harold Burks 

John Gorman John Greene                            

Wendell Greer Joe Holbrook 

Lou Jaquith  Skip Keyser 

Bob Lawson (2) David Mikulec   

Fred Plymale  William Robbins 

ceived the following letter from 
Carole Thompson, widow of for-
mer member Walt Thompson: 

Received your final check yes-
terday.  Again I would like to 
tell you and your club how very 
much I appreciate what you 
have done for me.  I was amazed 
that the trains sold so quickly 
and I am well pleased with the 
final results.   

I know that Walt would be 
happy to know that someone is 
enjoying his trains. 

Thank you again. 

Carole Thompson 

Model railroaders are a very 
friendly group of people and 
love to share and help other 
modelers.  Use the new roster to 
contact your fellow members 
and join in the activities.  Call 
our committee chairs and volun-
teer your services in helping us 
build your division and expand 
our modeling activities in our 
communities.  Participation and 
fun go hand in hand. 

Don’t forget our Tuesday eve-
ning informal meetings.  Check 
the location on the web site, or 
call one of the officers for it, and 
bring your engines to run them 
on the host layout.  Making new 
friends, sharing modeling skills 
and enjoying the hobby is the 
reason Division 10 exists.  Enjoy 
it!  

Hope to see you soon! 

 

Fred 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

PATRONS 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Jerome Baker                            Mike Baskette 

Dennis Brennan Rex Childers 

Richard Crane                              John Daniel 

John Deville Ray Grosser   

Mark Hunt Lyman Jenkins                          

Frank Miller Jim Mink 

Bill Paulsell                              Frank Randall 

David Reed Bob Richardson                       

Richard Rink J. Roberts                              

Wes Ross Ron Saylor                             

Ed Sims John Stokes 

Committee Chairs 

Achievement 
Program 

David Greer:   
859 296 4313 

Advertising 
& Programs 

Open 

Community 
Activities 

Bob Richardson 

859 219 1583  

Company 
Store 

Mike Baskette 

859 278 8150 

Contests Alan Brock 

859 269-3250 

Conventions 
& Shows 

Wendell Greer 

859 272 8731 

Estate Liqui-
dations 

Mike Armstrong 
859 296 4746 

Member Aid Joe Holbrook 

859 277 5838 

Membership Franklin Miller 
859 269 3205 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Pete Birdsong 

859 268 1462 

Webmaster Pete Birdsong 

859 268 1462 
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Rivets O’Reilly and  Larry Loungecar 
"If Alan and Tony can do it, I can do it" 

 

Rivets: Hey, Larry, watcha got in 
that long box there? 

Larry: What else would be in a 
box like this, Rivets?  Track, of 
course 

Rivets: Yeah, but why so much? 

Larry: Well, I’ve been readin’ 
‘bout all these guys tearin’ up 
decades of model railroadin’ to 
begin all over again and make it 
better.  And I’m gonna do the 
same thing, Rivets! 

Rivets: Geez, Larry, how long 
you been thinkin’ ‘bout this?  
You haven’t said anything to me 
about it. 

Larry: Well, you know that 

MEMBER PROFILES 
Alan Brock 

Alan lives with his wife and 
their cat at 1348 Prather Rd. in 
Lexington.  He owns National 
Workwear.  His grandfather was 
an engineer on the Illinois Cen-
tral RR., (Ed. Note: so was 
mine!)  and Alan believes that 
was what got him interested in 
model railroading.  It has been 
an on and off thing (mostly off) 
since he was in grade school.  
But it should be easier now that 
he is supposed to have more 
time for himself. 
 
Alan enjoys best watching the 
trains run, and piling up more 
boxes of “stuff” than he will 
ever be able to use. (Ed. Note:   
we should all reread and heed 
the “Stuff”  feature on page 
two!) 
 
Remembering a conversation at 
one of the recent Tuesday night 
informal meetings, in which 
someone said most of us tend to 
model the railroads we saw 
when we were growing up, Alan 

layin’ track is one of the parts of the 
hobby I like most.  And you know 
I’ve been designin’ layouts with 
CAD software.  So I’ve designed 
the perfect layout and I’m gonna 
tear up my old one and begin again.  
If Koester and McClellan can do it, 
so can I.  I’m gonna be just like the 
big guns, Rivets, not afraid to tackle 
a new layout at an older stage in 
life. 

Rivets: You got a track plan in 
mind? 

Larry: Yep.  I’ve been workin’ on 
this baby for months.  Got it right 
here.  Wanna see it?. 

Rivets: Yeah, show it to me…     
uh, Larry, this looks like exactly the 
same layout you have now! 

Larry: I really like that plan, Rivets. 

Rivets: Be careful, Larry... 

Larry: I’m only layin’ track.  
What’s to be careful about? 

Rivets: I’m not talkin’ about track!  
Someday, somebody’s gonna put 
you away, Larry. 

  
(Thanks to Mike Armstrong 

for this month’s feature) 

is puzzled by the fact that he 
likes the Monon.  Even though 
he grew up in Indiana, he was 
never around the Monon. 
 
The aforementioned cat, accord-
ing to Alan, likes to watch the 
trains more than Alan himself 
does!  And Alan knew he was on 
to something when the woman 
he was dating told him she 
thought “she could like 
trains.”  (She is now his wife). 
 
Alan is an active member of Di-
vision 10: a regular at the Tues-
day night meetings,  and recently 
appointed chairman of the Con-
tests Committee, which he will 
be launching soon. 



The Lantern Page 6 

March 
 

Mar 4: NMRA MCR Div. 10: 
2:00pm, Eagle Creek Library 

Clinic: Mike Baskette on De-
tailing & Painting Diesels; 
Franklin Miller on Coal Loads 
Tour: Pete Birdsong N-scale 

 
Mar 10: Div 7 Swap Meet & 
Flea Market, 10am to 5pm. 
3254 E. Kemper Rd., Sharon-
ville (Cincinnati) OH. Link to 
their site from our  web page. 

 
April 

 
Tentative: Danville Trip 

NEXT MEETING: 

 
 

STAMP 
The Lantern 

Published most months by Division 10   
Mid Central Region  
National Model Railroad Association 
2308 The Woods Lane,  
Lexington, KY 40502 
rrpete@prodigy.net 
On-Line: http://nmra-division10.railfan.net/ 

A R O U N D    T H E    B E N D.... 

May 
 
May 12 (SATURDAY!): 
NMRA MCR Div. 10:  LIVE 
STEAM! A day of fun at the 
J.O. Johnson farm.  You’ll get an 
opportunity to operate live steam 
1 1/2” /foot scale.  It doesn’t get 
much better than this! 
 
May 17-20:  MCR convention: 
The Thoroughbred Express, in 
Louisville. Link to their site 
from our  web page. 
 

No Contest?   (See Inside) 
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Southern Railway 4610  

These pictures were taken 
in Lawrenceburg in Febru-
ary, 2001  by one of the 
members of the Bluegrass 
Railroad Museum.  

The 4610 is a GP59, and is 
the only engine on the Nor-
folk Southern active roster  
that is still maintained in a 
retired paint scheme and 
still referred to by  
a retired name.  

It is gone from Lawrence-
burg now, on another as-
signment. 

Thanks to Thomas Bookout 
for submitting the picture 
and narrative. 


